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is learned that a strict census has been effected 
in Ghent; each inhabitant has the right to pos- 
sess one chicken whether she lays or not; the 
surplus of the henhouse must be sacrificed. 

An employee of the Antwerp South Station 
has been fined 3,750 Frs. for having declared 
that Great-Britain will win the war. He is also 
charged with having written the following in- 
scription on the station walls: “R.A.F. for 
ever” and “Hew Order hunger”. 

M. Jennissen, former Minister, and M. Buis- 
seret. Senator, have been dismissed from their 
functions as Aldermen of the town of Liege. 

Acts of sabotage are reported from Maeseijck, 
also Germans were insulted by youths and anti- 
German inscriptions were painted on houses 

where officers of the Wehrmacht are billeted. 
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Le Pays Reel, 26. YI. — Jose Streel writes: 
“The main handicap suffered by our people on 
the threshold of the new era is its lack of dis- 
cipline, its individualism, and its total lack of 
a sense of solidarity. Such are our Belgians. 
In the past, these faults resulted in many dis- 
appointments for them. At present, they play 
them very dirty tricks, especially in the domain 
of food supply.” [The loyal Belgians oppose 
their patriotic discipline, which refuses cate- 
gorically to surrender, to the freely accepted 
slavery the Bexists defend.] 
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Le Soir , 4.VL — Under the title “Warning 
to the Clergy”, Raymond de Becker writes : “It 
is important that things should be made clear 
on the part of the partisans of the new ideas 
so that, if a war of religion should occur, it will 
be known easily who is responsible for it and 
who the instigators are. 

“First of all, it should be stated that the Hew 
Order which we want to establish in Belgium 
(this will only be possible the day when we 
dispose of a really national power), will not 
be anti-Christian or anti-religious, either in its 
realization or in its intentions. 


In any case, respect for the rights of every- 
one’s conscience is one of the fundamental prin- 
ciples of the Hew Order and will be invoked 
by the Christians, as well as by those who are 
not Christians. But, on the other hand, the re- 
mains of political Catholicism will he fought 
with extreme energy, even if the defenders are 
at the summit of the ecclesiastical hierarchy. 

By political Catholicism we understand every 


attempt of the Church to hamper the political 
accomplishments of the State and the unity of 
the community. Therefore, all the organizations 
of a political, social, or economic character 
which the Church had erected under the demo- 
cratic regime in order to strengthen its religious 
action, must disappear. The Hazi Order will 
not tolerate the Catholic Party, Catholic syndi- 
cates, Catholic banks, the Boerenbond, or the 
Catholic social organizations. 

But the time when the Catholic schools liter- 
ally lived outside the State and opposed the 
public schools, which were themselves strong- 
holds of sectarian teaching, the time when the 
Catholic Action was busy in syndical activity 
and sports, even in political activity, these 
times, to be precise, must disappear as they 
have in Italy. 

“For our part, we wonder if a step could not 
be taken in this direction by constituting an 
“Office for Public Worship” (Secretariat des 
Cultes). This Office could take in hand all the 
ecclesiastical affairs which are now dispersed 
among the different ministries and could pre- 
pare carefully the reforms which are needed. 
It would probably not be difficult to find, for 
such a task, a serious personality who would 
be acceptable to the ecclesiastical authorities 
and to the partisans of the Hew Order. But it 
should be known that much as the partisans of 
the Hew Order want to promote a policy of 
understanding and mutual comprehension be- 
tween the Church and the State, they have 
nevertheless decided to reply hy appropriate 
acts to every aggression hy the Church author- 
ities.” [Attacks on the Church as the strong- 
hold of human dignity and of patriotism are 
very frequent in the Hazi-controlled press. The 
above item is particularly threatening and the 
suggestion to create an Office for Public Wor- 
ship is evidently inspired.] 
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f Brusseler Zeitung, 1.YTI. — The military 
[commander communicates the following: “Dr. 
Vandemeulebroeck, until now Burgomaster of 
Brussels, had to resign from his functions like 
many other Belgian officials and burgomasters 
at the end of the month of June, following an 
ordonnance relative to the age limit in Belgian 
public administrations which was published on 
March 7, 1941. He refused to present the 
[application for exemption provided for in this 
prdommnce. Ilis dismissal on June 30, 1941 
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is therefore the necessary consequence. Dr. 
Vandemeulebroeek is trying at present to bring 
before public opinion with a dramatic gesture, 
his personal ease which falls within the general 
administrative measure. In a proclamation 
which he had posted, he not only libelled the 
legal Belgian ordonnances, but also reproached 
the military administration with having vio- 
lated international law. Dr. Vandemeule- 
broeck’s behavior, which is inspired by narrow- 
mindedness and the need of showing off, cer- 
tainly does not affect the legal value of the 
ordonnances issued by the military administra- 
tion. His attitude and that of his collaborators, 
however, demands some measures from the mili- 
tary administration, which would advise the 
entire population of the offense to the author- 
ities. This is the reason why the military com- 
mander has ordered the immediate arrest of Mr. 
Vandemeulebroeek, of Mr. Degries, police com- 
missioner of Brussels, and of the proprietor of 
the Guyot printing office. The closing down of 
the printing office has also been ordered. 

“The City of Brussels is punished by a fine 
or 5,000,000 Belgian francs, which shall be 
paid by the inhabitants of the town in the form 
of a “Vandemeulebroeek tax”, on a scale which 
will spare the less well-to-do persons among the 
population.” [A wonderful piece of logical 
reasoning: “Mr. Vandemeulebroeek acted on 
his own initiative. We want to tell the story 
to the population. Here it is. And here is the 
bill you are going to pay : about $200,000 fine.”] 

Le Pays Reel (Nazi-controlled Bexist organ), 
1-VII, comments on Mr. Vandemeulebroeck’s 
gesture as follows: “In a nonsensical text, in 
which hypocrisy is mixed with bragging, our 
‘Cagoulard’ [Reference is made to the rightist 
French group the Cagoulards^ against whom 
the assassinated former minister Dormoy had 
to act. Degrelle calls Vandemeulebroeck’s noble 
proclamation “nonsensical.” Some papers said 
Lincoln made, at Gettysburg, some “desult- 
ory remarks.”] tries to pose as a hero in his 
duty and a knight of honor. First of all it is 
really strange that his indignation against the 
Germans should be bom just the day when he 
has to leave his comfortable little job! . . .That 
does not prevent him, though, from ending his 
proclamation with the words ‘God protect Bel- 
gium and its King’, which coming from him is 
just another piece of hypocrisy. As Burgo- 
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1 master of Brussels he sabotaged the food sup- 
: Pty of Belgium and of Brussels, obeying a 
> command from the Lodges. His accomplices 
| were certain other burgomasters of Greater 
! Brussels who were also Free-Masons.” 
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I Journal De Charleroi, 2. VII, comments also 

| on Mr. Vandemeulebroeck’s action: “Eveiy- 

I body has had time to think things over. Those 

| who are at the helm everywhere in our admin- 
I istration must have made up their minds, for 
! against the New Order, the collaboration 
| with Germany, the integration of our country 
jin the New Europe. 

I “B: they are against this, honesty should tell 
|hem to resign. If they are not aware of this, 
phe Secretaries General should take such mea- 
sures as would make them realize it, for they 
Ishould prevent the recurrence of such a gro- 
tesque gesture as that of the Burgomaster of 
[Brussels. They are a disgrace for the people 
jwho have to bear the consequence.” 
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I Soir, 24.VL— The villages of Herstal, 
■Voltem, and Thier, near Liege, have again been 
aunished. A new act of sabotage has been com- 
nitted in the district of the three above-men- 
ded communes. The military authorities have 
lecided that the curfew will be sounded at 
3 P. M. 

JJ. Belgium Abroad 

1 ) In Great Britain 

P. I., London, 4. VIII. — A letter just re- 
ceived from London reads as follows: “The Bel- 
gian colony here has just gone through some 
very touching moments. The Belgian National 
Holiday was the occasion for a number of cere- 
monies which roused the enthusiasm of the 
many Belgians living in London. A detach- 
ment of the Belgian Army made a special trip 
to the capital, and a parade was organized at 
the Wellington Barracks. The grand stand was 
crowded. The review of the troops was made 
in British style, that is, slowly. In England, 
the review has retained the nature of an in- 
spection, whereas in our country, the high 
officers pass very quickly before the troops. 
Mr. Gutt, Minister of National Defense, gave 
a speech. Then there was a distribution of 
awards. Those who received the War Cross 


